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SUBJECT: ITALIAN POLITICAL SCENE - SITUATION REPORT 

1. IT AT JAN POLITICAL SITUATION REMAINS PUZZY AS PARTIES ARE 
OBLIGED TO PACE ELECTION OP PRESIDING OFPICERS FOR NEW PAR- 
LIAMENT WHICH CONVENES ON JULY 5 POR THE PIRST TIME SINCE THE 
NATIONAL ELECTIONS. IN A CONVERSATION WITH EMBOPF JULY 1, 
OUTGOING CHRISTIAN DEMOCRAT (DC) SENATE GROUP PRESIDENT BAR- 
TOLOMEI INDICATED THAT DC WILL PRESS POR THE PRESIDENCY OP 
THE SENATE LEAVING THE SOCIALISTS AND THE COMMUNISTS TO WORK 
OUT THE PROBLEM OP WHICH PARTY WOULD PROVIDE THE PRESIDENT 
OP THE CHAMBER OP DEPUTIES. SOME NEWSPAPERS JULY 2 SUGGEST 
THAT DC PRESIDENT PANPANI WILL BE HIS PARTY'S CANDIDATE POR 
THE SENATE PRESIDENCY. BARTOLOMEI SAID THAT CONTACTS AMONG 
THE PARTIES HAD ALREADY BEEN INITIATED OVER THE DIVISION OP 
THE PARLIAMENTARY POSTS, INCLUDING ALSO THE PRESIDENCY OP THE 
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COMMISSIONS OP THE TWO CHAMBERS, AND THAT JULY 2 WOULD PROB- 
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ABLY BE THE DECISIVE DAY IN THE INTER-PARTY BARGAINING. 

2. MEANWHILE, THE PROCESS OF FORMING A NEW GOVERNMENT GOES 
FORWARD AT A SNAIL'S PACE. DC SECRETARY ZACCAGNINI HAS BEGUN 
HIS ROUND OF EXPLORATORY TALKS WITH LEADERS OF THE OTHER PAR- 
TIES AND MET JULY I WITH REPUBLICAN PARTY LEADERS. SOCIAL- 
IST LEADER DE MARTINO HAS REPORTEDLY DECLINED TO MEET ON A 
BILATERAL BASIS WITH ZACCAGNINI, ARGUING THAT ONLY A SESSION 
ATTENDED BY THE LEADERS OF ALL THE PARTIES OF THE "CONSTITU- 
TIONAL ARC" CAN BE EFFECTIVE IN SEEKING TO FIND A WAY OUT OF 
THE CURRENT IMPASSE. 

3. WITH ATTENTION FOCUSED ON BERLINGUER'S PARTICIPATION AT 
THE CONFERENCE OF COMMUNIST PARTIES IN BERLIN, THE COMMUNIST 
PARTY (PCI) HAS GENERALLY BEEN BIDING ITS TIME. IN AN INTER- 
VIEW PUBLISHED IN CORRIERE DELLA SERA JULY 2, DIRECTORATE 
MEMBER LUCIANO BARCA INDICATED THAT THE PCI IS OFFICIALLY 
HOLDING TO ITS MAXIMALIST POSITION OF INSISTING ON FULL PAR- 
TICIPATION IN THE NEXT GOVERNMENT. AT THE SAME TIME, BARCA 
NOTED THAT THE PCI HAS NEVER ADVANCED PROPOSALS ON A "TAKE 
IT OR LEAVE IT" ASSUMPTION AND SUGGESTED THAT THE PARTY IS 
AWAITING A CONCRETE PROPOSAL FROM THE DC. THE PCI'S CENTRAL 
COMMITTEE WILL BE IN SESSION JULY 2-3 TO DISCUSS THE CURRENT 
POLITICAL SITUATION AND TO ADOPT TACTICS FOR THE PARTY TO 
PURSUE IN THE DAYS AHEAD. 

4. COMMENT. IN HIS JULY I CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF, BARTO- 
LOMEI STRESSED THAT IT IS STILL FAR TOO EARLY TO PREDICT PRE- 
CISELY HOW THE POLITICAL SITUATION WILL EVOLVE. EMBASSY 
SHARES HIS ASSESSMENT THAT IT IS HIGHLY UNLIKELY THAT A NEW 
GOVERNMENT WILL BE FORMED IN THE NEAR FUTURE. OUR CONTACT 
WITH YOUNG DC PARLIAMENTARIANS INDICATES RISING RESENTMENT 
OVER SIGNS THAT "HISTORIC LEADERS" SUPPORTED BY PARTY SECRE- 
TARY ARE FAILING EITHER TO BEGIN A REAL RENEWAL OR TO CONSULT 
THEM IN THE DECISION-MAKING PROCESS. VOLPE 
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